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You are not obliged to a literal belief of what the poet 
fays ; but you are pleafed with the image, without being 
cozened by the fiction. Dryden. 

What if I pleafe to lengthen out his date 
A day, and take a pride to cozen fate. Dryden* s Aurengzebe. 
Children may be cozened into a knowledge of the letters, 
and be taught to read, without perceiving it to be any thing 
but a lport. Locke on Education . 

Co'zenage. n. f [from cozen.] Fraud; deceit; artifice; fal- 
lacy ; trick ; cheat. 

Wifdom without honefly is mcer craft and cozenage , and 
therefore the reputation of honefty muff firft: be gotten, which 
cannot be but by living well : a good life is a main argument. 

Ben. Jolmfon’s Dijcovcries . 
There’s no fuch thing as that we beauty call, 

It is meer cozenage all ; 

For though fome long ago 
Lik’d certain colours mingl’d fo and fo, 

T hat doth not tie me now from chufing new. Suck/mg. 
Imaginary appearances offer themfelves to our impatient 
minds, which entertain thefe counterfeits without the leaf! 
fufpicion of their cozenage. Glanv. Scepf c. 14. 

Strange coinage ! none would live paft years again, 

A et all hope pleafure in what yet remain ; 

And from the dregs of life, think to receive 
What the firft: fprightly running could not give. Dryd. Aur. 
But all thefe are trifles, if we confider the fraud and cozenage 
of trading men and fhopkeepers Swift. 

Co'zener. n.f [from cozen.] A cheater ; a defrauder. 

Indeed, fir, there are cozeners abroad, and therefore it be- 
hoves men to be wary. Shakefpeare’ s Winter ’s Tale . 

CRAB. n.f. [cpabba, Sax. krabbe , Dutch.] 

1 . A cruflaceous fifh. 

Thofe that call: their fhell are, the lobfter, the crab , the 
crawfifb, the hodmandod or dodman, and the tortoife. The 
old fhells are never found ; fo as it is like they fcale off and 
crumble away by degrees. Bacon s Nat. Hijl . 

The fox catches crab fifh with his tail, which Olaus Mag- 
nus faith he himfelf was an eye-witnefs of. Derham. 

2 . A wild apple ; the tree that bears a wild apple. 

Noble flock 

Was graft with crab- tree flip, whofe fruit thou art. Sbakefp . 
Fetch me a dozen crab- tree ftaves, and ftrong ones : thefe 
are but fwitches. Shakefpeare’ s Henry VIII. 

When roafted crabs hifs in the bowl, 

Then nightly fings the flaring owl. Shakefpeare. 

Imagine you fee him laid forth, newly flain, upon a bier of 
crab-tiee and oaken rods. Peacham on Drawing ; 

Let him tell why a graft, taking nourifhment from a crab 
Rock, fhall have a fruit more noble than its nurfe and parent. 

Taylor s Rule of Living Holy. 

A peevifh morofe perfon. 

A wooden engine with three claws for launching of fhips, or 
heaving them into the dock. Philips. 

5. The fign in the zodiack. 

Then parts the Twins and Crab , the Dog divides, 

And Argo’s keel, that broke the frothy tides. Creech’s Manil. 
Crab. adj. & It is ufed by way of contempt for any four or de- 
generate fruit ; as, a crab cherry, a crab plum. 

Better gleanings their worn foil can boaft. 

Than the crab vintage of the neighb’ring coaft. 

Cra'bbed. adj. [from crab.] 

1. Peevifh; morofe; cynical; four. 

A man of years, yet frefb, as mote appear, 

Of fwarth complexion, and of crabbed hue, 

That him full of melancholy did fhew. Fairy Queen, b. ii. 

O, file is 

Ten times more gentle, than her father’s crabbed ; 

And he’s compos’d of harfhnefs. Sbakejpcai e s Ttnipejl. 

2. Harfh; unpleafing. 

That was when 

Three crabbed months had four’d themfelves to death, 

’Ere I could make thee open thy white hand. 

And clepe thyfelf my love. Shakefpeare’ s 

How charming is divine philofophy ! 

Not harfh and crabbed , as dull fools fuppofe. 

But mufical as is Apollo’s lute. 

And a perpetual feaft of neefar’d fweets. 

Where no crude furfeit reigns. 

Lucretius had chofen a fubje& naturally crabbed. Dryden. 

3. Difficult; perplexing. 

Befide, he was a fhrewd philofopher, 

And had read ev’ry text and glofs over 5 
Whate’er the crabbed’ Jl author hath, 

He underftood b’ implicit faith. Hudibras , p. 1. cant, 1# 
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Dryden. 


Winter’s Tale, 


Your crabbed rogues that read Lucretius, 
Are againft gods, you know, and teach us. 
The god makes not the poet. 

Cra'bbedly. adv. [from crabbed.] Peevifhly. 
Cra'bbedNEss.. n.f [from crabbed.] 

Sournefs of tafte- 
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3. Difficulty. 

Cra'ber. n.f. 

The poor fifh have enemies enough, befide fuch unnatural 
fifhermen ; as otters, the cormorant, and ffie craber, which 
fome call the water- rat. Walton’s Angler. 

Crabs-eyes. n.f. They are whitifh bodies, from the big- 
nefs of a pea to that of the largeft horfe-bean, rounded on 
one fide and depreffed on the other, heavy, moderately hard 
and without fmell. They are not the eyes of any creature 
nor do they belong to the crab ; but are produced by the com- 
mon crawfifh : the large fea crawfifh alfo affords them ; and 
the llones are bred in two feparate bags, one on each fide of 
the ftomach. In July, and part of June and Auguft, when 
the creature calls its fhell, the Rones are not found in their 
places. We have them from Holland, Mufcovy, Poland, 
Denmark, Sweden, and many other places. They are alka- 
line, abforbent, and in fome degree diuretick. Hill’s Mat. Med. 

Several perfons had, in vain, endeavoured to ftore them- 
felves with crabs-eyes. Boyle’s Experiments. 

CRACK, n.f' [kraeck , Dutch.] 

1. A fudden difruption, by which the parts are feparated but a 
little way from each other. 

2. The chink, fifl'ure, or vacuity made by difruption ; a narrow 
breach. 

Contufions, when great, do ufually produce a fifl'ure or 
crack of the fkull, either in the fame part where the blow was 
inflicted, or in the contrary part. Wifeman. 

At length it would crack in many places ; and thofe cracks, 
as they dilated, would appear of a pretty good, but yet obfeure 
and dark lky-colour. Newton’s Ojt. 

3. The found of any body burfling or falling. 

If I fay footh, I muft report, they were 
As cannons overcharg’d with double era.: ks. Shake f Ma. led\ 
Now day appears, and with the day the king, 

Whofe early care had robb’d him of his reft : 

Far off the cracks of falling houfes ring, 

And fhrieks of fubjecls pierce his tender breaft. Dryden . 

4. Any fudden and quick found. 

A fourth ? — ftart eye ! 

What will the line ftretch out to th’ crack of doom ? Shake/. 
Vulcan was employed in hammering out thunderbolts, 
that every now and then flew up from the anvil with dreadful 
cracks and flafhes. A ddif or? s Guardian, N°. 103* 

5. Any breach, injury, or diminution ; a flaw. 

And let us, Paladour, though now our voices 
Have got the mannifh crack, fing him to th’ ground. Shake/ 

I cannot 

Believe this crack to be in my dread miftrefs, 

So fovereignly being honourable. Shakejp. Winter’s Tale. 

6. Crazinefs of intelledf 

7. A man crazed. 

I have invented projects for railing millions, Without bur- 
thening the fubjedt ; but cannot get the parliament to liflen to 
me, who look upon me as a crack and a projector. Addif. Spell. 
A whore ; in low language. 

A boaft. 

Leafings, backbitings, and vain-glorious cracks. 

All thofe againft that fort did bend their batteries. Spen/er. 
jo. A boafter. This is only in low phrafe. 

To Crack, v. a. [kraecken, Dutch.] 

To break into chinks; to divide the parts a little from each 


Milton . 
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1. 


other. 


Look to your pipes, and cover them with frefh and waim 
litter out of the ftable, a .good thicknefs, left the frofts aack 
them. Mortimer. 

To break ; to fplit. 

O, madam, my heart is crack’d, it s crack d. Sbakejpcai e. 
Thou wilt quarrel with a man for cracking nuts, having no 
other reafon but becaufe thou haft hafel-eyes. Sh. Rom. and jm. 

Should fome wild fig-tree take her native bent, 

And heave below the gaudy monument, 

Would crack the marble titles, and difperfe 


2 . 


Juv. Sat . i°« 


Donne, 


Prior. 


1. 

2. 


Sournefs of countenance; afperity of manners* 


The characters of all the lying verfe. Dryd. 

Or as a lute, which in moift weather rings 
Her knell alone, by cracking or her firings. 

Honour is like that glafly bubble. 

That finds philofophers fuch trouble; 

Whofe leaft part crack’d, the whole does fly, 

And wits are crack’d to find out why. Hudibras, p. ii. cant. 2, 

3. To do any thing with quicknefs or fmartnefs. 

Sir Balaam now, he lives like other folks ; , v 

He takes his chirping pint, he cracks his jokes. Popes tpij - 

4. To break or deftroy any thing. f 

You’ll crack a quart together ! Ha, will you not. f Jr 
Love cools, friendfhip falls off, brothers divide : in cities, 
mutinies; in countries, difeord; in palaces, treafon, an r 
bond cracked ’twixt fon and father. Shakejpeare s lung Lear. 

5. To craze; to weaken the intellect. 

I was ever of opinion, that the philofophers ftone, an * 
holy war, were but the rendezvous of cracked brains, tn 
Wore their feather in their heads. Bacons cj a 

He thought none poets ’till their brains were trackt. 
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To Crack, v. n, _ 

*' J By ^ ,he roolin S" we were 

inure. J r 0 J 

n To fall to ruin. 7 

~ The credit not only of banks, but of exchequers, cracks 

when little comes in, and much goes out. Dryd. Dcdic. /tn. 

n To utter a loud and fudden found. 

I will board her, though fhe chide as loud 
As thunder, when the clouds in autumn crack. Shakejpeare. 

A. To boaft : with of. 

To look like her, are chimney-fweepers black. 

And flnee her time are colliers counted blight. 

And Ethiops of their fweet complexion crack. 

Dark needs no candles now, for dark is light. Shake]. 
Crack-brained, adj. [crack and brained.] Crazy; without 

We have fent you an anfwer to the ill-grounded fophifms 
of thofe crack-brained fellows. Arbuth. and Pope’s Mart. Scrib. 
Crack-hemp. n.f. [crack and hemp.] A wretch fated to the 

gallows ; a crack-rope. Furcifer. 
c Come hither, crack-hemp. 

. 1 hope I may chufe, fir. 

— Come hither, you rogue : 

What, have you forgot me ? Shakef Taming of the Shrew. 
Crack-rope. n.f [from crack and rope . ] A icllow that de- 
ferves hanging. 

Cra'cker. n.f [from crack.] 

1 . A noify boalting fellow. 

What cracker Is this fame that deafs our ears 
With this abundance of fiiperfluous breath. Shak. K. John. 

2. A quantity of gunpowder confined fo as to burft with great 
noife. 

The bladder, at its breaking, gave a great report, almoft 
like a cracker. ~ Boyle’s Spring of the Air. 

And when, for furious hafte to run. 

They durft not flay to fire a gun. 

Have don’t with bonfires, and at home 

Made fquibs and crackers overcome. Hudibras , p. iii. c. 3. 

Then furious he begins his march. 

Drives rattling o’er a brazen arch. 

With fquibs and crackers arm’d, to throw 
Among the trembling crowd below. Sivift. 

ToCra'ckle ._v.n, [from crack ] To make flight cracks; 
to make fmall and frequent noifes ; to decrepitate. 

All thefe motions, which we faw. 

Are but as ice, which crackles at a thaw. Donne . 

I fear to try new love, 

As boys to venture on the unknown -ice 
That crackles underneath them. Dryden 

Caught her difhevell’d hair and rich attire; 

Her ciown and jewels crackled in the fire. Dryden s. /Encid. 
Marrow is a lpecifick in that feurvy which occafions a crack- 
ling of the bones ; in which cafe marrow performs its natural 
function of moiftening them. Arbuthnot on Aliments. 

Cra-cknel. n.f. [from crack. ] A hard brittle cake. 

Albee my love he feek with daily fute. 

His clownifh gifts and curtefies I difdain, 

His kids, his cracknels , and his early fruit. Spenfers Pajl . 

Pay tributary cracknels , which he fells ; 

And with our offerings, help to raife his vails. Dryd. Juv. 
CRA'DLE. n. f [cpabel, Saxon.] 

j. A moveable bed, on which children or fick perfons are agitated 
with a fmooth and equal motion, to make them fieep. 

She had indeed, fir, a fon for her cradle , e’re file had a huf- 
band for her bed. Shakejpeare’ s King Lear. 

No jutting frieze, 

Buttrice, nor coigne of vantage, but this bird. 

Hath made his pendant bed and procreynt cradle. Sbakefp. 

His birth, perhaps, fome paltry village hides, 

And fets his cradle out of fortune’s way. Dryd. /inn. Mirab. 
A child knows his nurfe and his cradle , and by degrees the 
playthings of a little more advanced age. Locke . 

The cradle and the tomb, alas ! fo nigh : 

To live, is fcarce diftinguifh’d from to die. Prior. 

Me let the tender office long engage, 

To rock the cradle of repofing age ; 

With lenient arts extend a mother’s breath, 

Make languor fmile, and fmooth the bed of death. Pope . 

2. It is ufed for infancy, or the firft part of life. 

He knew them to be inclined altogether to war, and therefore 
wholly trained them up, even from their cradles , in arms and 
military exercifes. Spenfers State of Ireland. 

The new duke’s daughter, her coufin, loves her; being 
ever, from their cradles , bred together. Sbakefp. As you like it. 

They Ihould fcarcely depart from a form of worftrip, in 
which they had been educated from their cradle. Clarendon. 

3. [With furgeons.] A cafe for a broken bone, to keep off 

preflure. 1 

4. [Y\ ith fhipwrights.] A frame of timber raifed alono- the 
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outfide of a fhip by the bulge, ferving more fecurely and com- 

modioufly to help to launch her. ■ 1 . . > n ' 

To Cra'dle. v. a. [from the fubftintive.] To lay in a cradle} 

t0 He^tha^hath been cradled in majefty, will not leave the 

throne to play with beggars. ... ?Z 7 ' 

The tears fteal from our eyes, when in the ltr-et 

With fome betrothed virgin’s herfe we meet ; 

Or infant’s fun’ral from the cheated womb. 

Convey’d to earth, and cradled in a tomb. Dryden. 

He (hall be cradled in my ancient ftneld, fo famous tnrough 
the univerfities. Arbuthnot and Pope s Mart. Scriblcrus^ 

Cradle-cloaths. n.f [from cradle and cloaths.] Bed-clouth* 
belonging to a cradle. 

O could it be prov d, ^ . 

That fome night-tripping fairy had exchang’d. 

In cradle- cl oaths, our children where they lay, 

And call mine Piercy, his Piantagenet ; T 

Then would 1 have his Harry, and he mine. Shake j. PL. IV. 
CRAFT, n.f [epaepr. Sax. crefft , in old Welfh.] 

1 . Manual art ; trade, 

I hear an objeaion, even from fome well-meaning men, 
that thefe delightful crafts may be divers ways ill applied in a, 
j anc j Wcttons Architecture. 

2. Fraud ; cunning ; artifice. 

Th’ offence is holy, that fhe hath committed ; 

And this deceit lofes the name of craft. 

Of difobedience, or unduteous title. Shakefpeare. 

This gives us a full view of wonderful art and craft, in 
raifing fuch a ftructure of power and iniquity. Ayliffe s tar erg. 

3. Small failing veflels. 

'Fo Craft, v. n. [from the noun.] To play tricks; to prac- 
tife artifice. Now out of ufe. 

You’ve made fair hands. 

You and your crafts ! You’ve crafted fair. Shakef Conolanus. 
Cra'ftily. ado . [from crafty.] Cunningly; artfully; with 
more art than honefty. 

But that which moft impaired his credit was the common 
report that he did, in all things, favour the Chriftians ; and 
had, for that caufe, craftily perfuaded Solyman to take in 
hand the unfortunate Perfian war. Knolles’s Hijl. of the Turks. 
May he not craftily infer 
The rules of friendfhip too fevere, 

Which chain him to a hated tiuft ; 

Which make him wretched to be juft ? Prior 3 

Cra'ftine.s. n.J\ [from crafty.] Cunning; ftratagem.. 

He taketh the wife in their own crafiinefs. fob, v. 13. 
Craftsman, n.f. [craft and man.] An artificer; a manu- 
facturer; a mechanick. 

That her became, as polifli’a ivory. 

Which cunning craft] man’s hand hath overlaid 
With fair vermillion. Fairy Bpuecn, b. ii. cant. Ix.Jlan. 41, 
What reverence he did throw away on flaves ; 

Wooing poor crafifmen with the Graft of fmiles. Shak. R. II. 
What a refemblance this advice carries to the oration of 
Demetrius to his fellow craftfmen ! Decay of Piety. 

Cra'ftsmaster. n.f [crajt and mafltr.] A man (killed in 
his trade. 

, Fie is not his craftfr.ajler, he doth not do it right. Sbakefp. 

There is art in pride : a man might as foon learn a trace, 
Thofe who were not brought up to it, feldom prove their 
craftjmajler. Collier on Pride. 

Cra'ftv. adj. [horn craft.] Cunning; artful; full of arti- 
fices ; fraudulent ; fly. 

Nay, you may think my love was crafty love. 

And call it cunning. Shakefpeare’ s King John. 

This oppreflion did, of force and neceffity, make the Irifh 
a crafty people ; for fuch as are opprefled, and live in flaverv, 
are ever put to their fhifts. Davies on Ireland. 

Before he came in fight, the crafty god 
His wings difmifs’d, but ftill retain’d his rod. Dryden . 
No body was ever fo cunning as to conceal their being lb ; 
and every body is Ihy and diftruftful of crafty men. Locke. 
CRAG. n. f. 

1. Crag is, in Britifh, a rQugh fteep rock; and is ufed in the 
fame fenfe in the northern counties at this day. Gib f on’s Can A , 

2. The rugged protuberances of rocks. 

And as mount Etna vomits fulphur out. 

With cliffs of burning crags, and fire and fmolce. Fairfax a 
Who hath difpos’d, but thou, the winding way, 

Where fprings down from the fteepy crags do beat. Wotton . 
A lion fpied a goat upon the crag of a high rock. L’EJiran. 

3. The neck. 

They looken bigge, as bulls that been bate. 

And bearen the cragg fo ftiff and fo Rate. Spenfer’s Pajl . 
4- The fmall end of a neck of mutton 1 a low word. 

Cra'oged. adj. [from crag.] Full of inequalities and pro. 
minences. r 

On a huge hill, 

Cragged and fteep, truth Hands. Crajbaw. 

Cra ggedness. n.f. [from cragged.] Fulnefs of crags or pro. 
minent rocks. ^ a r 

That 












